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Background

Â In France, significant law enforcements were implemented in 
2002 to reduce road mortality burden

Â 1 500 automated radar units were deployed between 2001 
and 2004, resulting in more than 1 million fines a month

Â Penalties for drunk drivers were increased

Â The number of random breath tests increased by 35%, from 
6.6 to more than 9.0 million between 2001 and 2007
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Objectives

(1) To estimate frequencies of behaviour change regarding DWI 

between 2001 and 2007

(2) To determine factors associated with maintenance or 

initiation of DWI between 2001 and 2007.



Methods

Â Prospective study in a large cohort (n=20,000) of 
French employees and retirees (the GAZEL cohort, 
aged 35 to 50 in 1989). 

Â A Driving Behaviour and Road Safety (DBRS) 
questionnaire was administered three times, in 
2001, 2004 and 2007

Â Complementary data were collected from the cohort 
database and annual questionnaire



Measures
Changes in outcome assessed in 2001, and 2007: 

�‡ Reports of driving while alcohol-intoxicated (past 12 months)

Changes assessed between 2001 and 2004:

�‡ Attitudes towards traffic safety 

�‡ Alcohol consumption 

�‡ Changes in social networks: (close friends and relatives)

�‡ Change in annual mileage

Time - fixed variables:
�‡ Gender, year of birth, occupational category


